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and the distinctions which obsess the town politician do
not agitate the villager. The womenfolk, old and young,
particularly in Hindu areas, are conscious partners in
the awakening of the village and it is this that lends tc
the resistance put up by the village much of its strength.
The village, again, supplies the Congress movement
with much of its fighting material, and its tenacity oi
purpose is very great.             . v, v

It is often stated in England that the masses ol
the Indian people who are villagers are unaffected by
the Ordinances. Our experience challenge.-; this asser-
tion. Punitive police for which the villagers have to
pay, special police and ruviMiuo officials, make life of
some of these villagers unendurable. Property and
home are not inviolate. In removing or destroying pro-
perty the official side violates even such law as obtains
under the Ordinances. Finos and exactions are a heavy
toll to the villager. Apart from this the Ordinances
suppress educational and other social service institu-
tions which do not participate in political work. We
have come across cases where health resorts and schools
have conic under the Ordinances.

If we are to take the special cases of the No-rent
villages in Bengal, Assam, Gujarat, Canara, and other
areas, the state of affairs that obtain can hardly be
described as those consistent with civilised administra-
tion. When every allowance has been made for the
right of a Government to collect its dues, or to maintain
law and order, it will be found that a great deal of what